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Special Edition

Regulatory Report #41- URGENT

URGENT- Notice of Opportunity to be Heard re: Pending Cancellation of Licence: We just forwarded a newsletter to our clients a couple of weeks ago and would not normally send out another Regulatory Report for at least a couple of months. However, an urgent issue has arisen and we thought this might be the quickest and most efficient way of contacting our American clients. 

Many of our “foreign” clients will have recently received correspondence from Katherine Murray of the Ministry of Government Services threatening to cancel your licence under the Extra-Provincial Corporations Act. The form letter suggests that the Ministry has “reason to believe” that you have not carried on any business in the Province of Ontario for two consecutive years and further, indicates that you must file a written request for a hearing to avoid having your registration cancelled. They came to this conclusion based on their assumption that, since you had not filed a CT-23 TAX RETURN for two consecutive years, then you must be out of business. We’ve spoken and corresponded with the new Central Production & Verification Services Branch and explained that many (perhaps most) of our US clients do not have any employees or place of business here and therefore are except from filing (“EFF”) a tax return. Their Compliance Officer- Liza Nelson- agrees with our position that a hearing in these cases would be unfair, expensive, unnecessary and inappropriate. Instead we have simply agreed that our clients will instead file a new Form 2 under the Corporations Information Act confirming the validity of the information on file with their office. Please let us know immediately if you receive such a Notice as these filings must be made within 30 days from the date of the letter. 

Regulatory Report #40: Our mailing in September of this year addressed

· Ontario’s New “Hands-Free” Law (Bill 118) outlawing the use of handheld cellphones  

· Debbie Dent’s (www.customshelp.com) recent decision to join .BorderConnect

· CVOR Update filings with the Sanctions and Investigations Office of the Ontario Ministry of Transportation renewing your 9-digit CVOR number for another year 

· A 164 page mailing with the MTO explaining how the Safety Rating and CVOR systems work (available as a “PDF” attachment)   

Regulatory Report #39: Our July 1st mailing addressed new developments regarding

· The service of a summons by registered mail on foreign corporations in the USA

· The CBSA offload policy-and charges- for commercial highway shipments

Regulatory Report #38: Our March 2009 newsletter contained discussions of

· The use of Penalty Reduction Agreements to lower substantial AMPs penalties

· The June 1 Passport deadline

· Drivers being charged for Hours of Work offences when they were unable to produce toll receipts

· New Idling restrictions in Pennsylvania

· New FMCSA Regulations regarding U.S. safety audits

Regulatory Report #37: Our February 2009 report dealt with

· Changes to the CVOR Application process and new fees
· Changes to the Prosecutors used by the MTO in some Ontario Courts
· New requirement for Speed-Limiter devices in Ontario and Quebec
· Anti-idling laws in California and Texas
Regulatory Report #36: Our November 2008 newsletter addressed

· The Carrier Code Revitalization Project 

· Applications for a Sec. 105 Waiver to avoid Canadian withholding tax

· The above-referenced Ontario legislation mandating the use of “speed limiters”

· A proposed Diesel Tax Cut in Canada

As always, if any of these topics are of interest, please send a note to Michael@michaelwalkerlawoffice.com  You may also wish to go to the firm's website  <www.michaelwalkerlawoffice.com> where some older editions of the newsletter have also  been posted along with other information we hope you find of interest.  

Michael Walker, B.Sc., LLB. 

The Regulatory Report is intended as a report to clients and friends of the firm on legal developments affecting the transportation industry. It does not constitute an exhaustive legal study and should not be regarded or relied upon as individual legal advice or opinion. The author would be pleased to provide more specific information or individual advice on matters of interest to any reader. 

