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               Date:  March 10, 2014
Re: Regulatory Report #57
Correction regarding the Filing of Tickets in Ontario Courts: In our last mailing we warned our clients that the Ontario Courts- and the London Court in particular- were cracking down on the filing of “late” tickets. We urged our clients to make sure all tickets were filed within 30 days. In fact, if your company or your drivers receive tickets in this jurisdiction, we must file them with the Court within 15 days. The London Court will no longer process tickets which are “out of time”. Other Courts, including Chatham and Blenheim, have indicated an intention to follow suit. Please try to scan and email or fax us any tickets you receive as soon as you get them to avoid the risk of being convicted “in absentia”. Do not send them by regular mail as that is simply unreliable. 
Hours of Work Regulations: Our clients often ask us for a summary of the differences in the law regarding hours of work and logbook requirements in the USA and Ontario. Our colleague, Safety Consultant Blair Gough, has prepared the attached. Obviously we cannot opine on American law so we would remind you that this chart should not be regarded or relied upon as individual legal advice or opinion.  Having said that, we trust you will find this helpful in terms of your driver-training programs. 
From the desk of Debbie Dent of Border Connect, Consulting Division: Advance Commercial Information (ACI), or e-manifest for Canada, remains in soft enforcement but that is changing. Please see the link below posted on the CBSA website on February 15th….
http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/prog/manif/menu-eng.html
The pre-publication provides a 30-day period for internal and external stakeholders to comment or pose questions on the proposed regulatory amendments. The CBSA will communicate again when regulations to enforce the above-mentioned e-manifest requirements are in place, and at least 45 days in advance of the mandatory compliance date. 

A meeting was held in Windsor with the CBSA on February 20th and the agenda items included:

PARS stamped at primary (PIL) but not released in the system-please note that Customs will stamp PARS as well as the ACI Coversheet if requested by the driver. Also note that Carriers are still subject to the same record keeping rules that have been in place all along, and must be able to provide Customs proof of release (stamped paper) or electronic release (RNS) if available. 

Plan on visiting Debbie Dent, to discuss these developments, at Truck World 2014 (Booth 1826) on April 10, 11, or 12th. Visit www.BorderConnect.com for a complimentary ticket. 
Regulatory Report #56: Our February 1st mailing included our annual Tara Corporation invoices and also addressed…

· The crackdown on the filing of late tickets, particularly in London’s Court

· New legislation increasing the Victim Surcharge which is automatically added to all fines 

· When an officer can search a Commercial Motor Vehicle

· The requirement for an American LLC to register under Ontario’s Business Names Act
Regulatory Report #55: In November of last year we sent out a newsletter which dealt with….

· The “new” requirement for a written test for new CVOR Applicants

· Changes to the CBSA’s procedure for processing applications for Carrier Codes

· The need to regularly order and review your CVOR Abstracts to monitor your Overall Violation Rate
Regulatory Report #54: In June of last year we sent out a mailing which addressed….

· A new procedure regarding the mailing of trial notices directly to defendant companies and drivers

· Recent news reports confirming the existence of Ministry of Transportation enforcement quotas

· The on-going issue of American drivers with criminal records needing to get permission to come to Canada

· When a Carrier needs to change from Non-Bonded to Bonded Highway Carrier Status with the CBSA

· The TEANA Conference is San Antonio and the pre-conference workshop presented by BorderConnect
Regulatory Report #53: In February of 2013 we discussed…

· The Deputy Registrar’s office using their sanctioning power to collect unpaid fines from CVOR holders

· Client Identification and Verification Rules for Ontario Lawyers

· A reminder of the relatively new law in Ontario prohibiting the use of handheld devices

· A possible defence to the very common “Fail to Display Device” charge under sec. 85(1) of the Highway Traffic Act
As always, if any of these topics are of interest or if you didn’t get a copy of one of these mailings, please send a note to Michael@michaelwalkerlawoffice.com or go to the firm’s website where copies of more than 20 of the most recent newsletters have been posted. The website is www.michaelwalkerlawoffice.com
And Finally..... Included with our last mailing (if applicable) was The Tara Corporation’s annual invoice for acting as your company’s registered agent for service in Ontario for 2014. Those invoices were dated February 1st. The great majority of our clients have already forwarded payment. To those clients we would simply like to say thank you for allowing us to continue to represent you in this jurisdiction. If we have not yet received your payment, a reminder will have been included with this newsletter and we would ask you to please follow up with your accounting people. 
Alternatively, if you are no longer coming to Ontario, and no longer in need of your CVOR or our services as your registered agent, please let us know as soon as possible. There are filings which need to be made with the Companies Branch of the Ministry of Government Services, and the Carrier Sanctions Office of the Ministry of Transportation. Thanks. 
______________________________

Michael Walker BSc., LLB

The Regulatory Report is intended as a report to clients and friends of the firm on legal developments affecting the transportation industry. It does not constitute an exhaustive legal study and should not be regarded or relied upon as individual legal advice or opinion. The author would be pleased to provide more specific information or individual advice on matters of interest to any reader. 

