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        February 1, 2020
         
Re: Regulatory Report #73
Truck Safety Blitz: The Ontario Provincial Police continue to conduct regular crackdowns targeting transport trucks. Last year the safety blitz known as “Operation Corridor” ran through June 13th and 14th and resulted in hundreds of charges. We don’t have access to the numbers for 2019 yet but the statistics for 2018 show the OPP responded to 7,674 truck collisions, with 1,142 personal injuries and 63 fatalities. Almost 80% of those collisions involved multiple other vehicles and about 75% of those killed were passengers in those vehicles, so you can imagine the public pressure on the police and the MTO to do something about “these killer trucks”. 

Those of us in the industry know that Commercial Motor Vehicle drivers are vastly superior to “regular” motorists….but it is worth noting that may not be as true as it once was. The latest statistics show that 40% of transport truck collisions involved a truck driver who had either made an improper turn or was found to have been following too closely.  Just as members of the public have to learn how to properly share the road with transport trucks, CMV drivers have to, in the words of OPP Commissioner Thomas Carrique, “develop flawless driving habits and meticulous vehicle maintenance practices”. With that in mind, please remind your drivers another safety blitz is likely to be held this June. 
Quebec: Many of you will have been represented in Quebec by my colleague, former President of the Canadian Transportation Lawyers Association, Jocelyn Leclerc. It is with mixed emotions that I announce Jocelyn’s decision to retire. He will no longer be able to act as Power of Attorney in Quebec for American clients making movements to or from that province. Those of you who have used Jocelyn’s services in the past will, I’m sure, join me in wishing him a happy retirement and appreciation for his decades of service. Please contact me to discuss who we recommend to replace Jocelyn’s office going forward. 
Speed Limit Pilot Project: Hopefully most of you received our emails about the Ontario government’s recent decision to increase speed limits to 110 km/hr. on three sections of highway in Southern Ontario. The locations involved in this pilot project are Highway 417 near Ottawa, the QEW from St. Catharines to Hamilton, and the 402 from London to Sarnia. A fourth location in Northern Ontario may be included soon. We will keep you advised of the progress of the province-wide consultations on this issue. There are no proposed changes to Ontario’s speed-limiter requirements, even on these highways. 
Regulatory Report #72: In November of last year we addressed:

· The CVOR Accident Review Panel

· Mandatory electronic reporting of inbound shipments at the border
Regulatory Report #71: In our April 2019 newsletter we discussed:

· A challenge to the constitutionality of the Victim Surcharge automatically added to Ontario fines

· Our colleague Brigette Emond in Quebec

· The new Canadian Greenhouse Gas fuel tax

· The 407 Toll Road Transponder
· The inevitable move to self-driving vehicles and the impact on our industry
Regulatory Report #70: Our February 2019 newsletter dealt with:

· More information regarding recreational cannabis use in Ontario

· New stiffer penalties for distracted driving

· The formula for calculating the Victim Surcharge added to Ontario fines
Regulatory Report #69: Our December 2018 mailing addressed:

· The recent LAT case of Gill International and the issue of inflated mileage numbers

· New rules for American drivers with old DWI convictions
Regulatory Report #68: Our June 2018 newsletter dealt with:

· The legalization of Cannabis in Ontario
· Highway Traffic Act offences in Eastern Ontario Courts
· New procedures at the border courtesy of Debbie Dent at www.borderconnect.com

Regulatory Report #67: Our February 2018 mailing addressed:

· The victim surcharge on fines against your company or your drivers

· The OPP crackdown on distracted driving
· The fine which can be assessed against the officers of a corporation which fails to register in Ontario

Regulatory Report #66: This edition dealt with:
· Minimizing the impact of convictions on your CVOR Violation Rate through delay

· The issue of criminal inadmissibility for American drivers coming to Canada
Regulatory Report #65: This newsletter addressed:

· Changes in the enforcement of the Canada Customs AMPS program

· The risks of not paying your fines as due

· The need to renew your Ontario CVOR annually 
As always, if any of these topics are of interest or if you didn’t get a copy of one of these mailings, please send a note to Michael@michaelwalkerlawoffice.com or go to the firm’s website where copies of more than 20 of the most recent newsletters have been posted. The website address is www.michaelwalkerlawoffice.com
Finally, The Tara Corporation’s annual invoice for acting as your registered agent-for-service-in-Ontario (for $150.00 US) was included with our last newsletter. Payment is now due. Thank you for allowing us to continue to represent you and your drivers in this jurisdiction.  
______________________________

Michael Walker BSc., LLB

The Regulatory Report is intended as a report to clients and friends of the firm on legal developments affecting the transportation industry. It does not constitute an exhaustive legal study and should not be regarded or relied upon as individual legal advice or opinion. The author would be pleased to provide more specific information or individual advice on matters of interest to any reader. 

