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        March 21, 2021
         
Re: Regulatory Report #76
Light at the End of the Tunnel: A global pandemic, record unemployment, a contentious election, protests in the streets and a riot in the U.S. Capital….and, through it all, the trucks kept rolling. If nothing else, the past year has proven, once and for all, that truck drivers are truly essential workers. (Now we wait to see how they are prioritized on the vaccine list!)
Demerit Points:  We often discuss the number of CVOR Points which can be assessed against a Carrier following a Conviction against one of their drivers. But it is important to remember that drivers can also accumulate demerit points on their personal driving record. For eg…a “Careless Driving” conviction means 5 CVOR points for the company but it also means 6 demerits for the driver. If a driver accumulates 9 demerit points, he may be required to attend an interview (at which time he will be required to pay a $50.00 interview fee) and his licence could be suspended. At 15 points, the licence will definitely be suspended. Demerit points remain on a driving record for 2 years from the date of the offence….and insurance premiums are higher for drivers with demerit points. Further information on Ontario’s Demerit Point System is available at www.mto.gov.on.ca. A summary is attached to the hard copy of this newsletter which you may wish to share with your drivers. 
The Cannabis Act: It’s been a difficult year and judging by the pervasive scent in many local truck-stop parking lots, some have been comforting themselves with newly-legalized marijuana.  Despite the passage of the Cannabis Act on October 17, 2018, your drivers should be reminded that it remains illegal to take cannabis across the Canadian border. Furthermore, drivers should be aware that they may still be charged with “driving while impaired” should they choose to use cannabis while in Ontario. The O.P.P. are laying those charges routinely. Please call if you require any further clarification. 
Regulatory Report #75: In October of 2020 we updated our clients on:

· The ongoing impact of the Covid lockdown on pending charges in Ontario Courts

· The new process for renewing CVORs online

· Registering with the new Hazardous Waste Information Network

· CBSA Memo D3-1-5 regarding incidental domestic moves in Canada by American carriers 
Regulatory Report #74: In March of last year we sent out a newsletter which dealt with:

· The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on our industry in general and on pending court cases in particular
Regulatory Report #73: In February of last year we reported to our clients regarding:

· The Truck Safety Blitz being conducted by the Ministry of Transportation and the Ontario Provincial Police

· The retirement of our colleague Jocelyn Leclerc in Quebec

· The Ontario Speed Limit Pilot Project temporarily raising the speed limit on a few Ontario highways
Regulatory Report #72: In November of 2019 we addressed:

· The CVOR Accident Review Panel

· Mandatory electronic reporting of inbound shipments at the border
As always, if any of these topics are of interest or if you didn’t get a copy of one of these mailings, please send a note to Michael@michaelwalkerlawoffice.com or go to the firm’s website where copies of the most recent newsletters have been posted. The website address is www.michaelwalkerlawoffice.com
Finally… We would like to take a moment to thank you for both your patience- and your payments- during this difficult year. As we have discussed in previous mailings, the pandemic resulted in an almost complete shut-down of Government services here, including the Provincial Courts. That has meant a frustrating delay in the disposition of charges, the processing of CVOR Applications, and various other required filings or renewals with the Ministry of Transportation, the Companies Branch and the CBSA. Nevertheless, the vast majority of our American clients have already forwarded payment of the Tara Corporation’s annual invoice for acting as registered agent-for-service-in-Ontario for this year. That is much appreciated. Only a handful of clients have yet to forward the $150.00 US which was due on February 1st. Perhaps you are no longer coming to Ontario, and no longer need Tara to act as your agent in this jurisdiction, and wish to cancel your CVOR? If so, please let us know so we can close our files and notify the appropriate authorities. Thanks.  
______________________________

Michael Walker BSc., LLB

The Regulatory Report is intended as a report to clients and friends of the firm on legal developments affecting the transportation industry. It does not constitute an exhaustive legal study and should not be regarded or relied upon as individual legal advice or opinion. The author would be pleased to provide more specific information or individual advice on matters of interest to any reader. 

